
Amendments* to the Abstrac t 

Please The Abstract has been amended as follows: 


The prcocnt invention provides an An apparatus and method 
for supporting and feeding printing plates in an imaging system. 
The apparatus comprioQG includes a vacuum system for picking up 
an edge of a top printing plate from a stack of printing plates, 
and a peeling system including a pair of rotatable belts, a 
plurality of plate feed beams attached to, and extending 
between, the pair of rotatable belts, and a drive system for 
rotating the pair of rotatable belts to displace the plurality 
of plate feed beams between the top printing plate and an 
underlying printing plate in the stack of printing plates, 
thereby peeling the top printing plate from the stack of 
printing plates. 
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